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Assumption: Human Nature

ñThe psychological and anthropological 
preconceptions of the economists have 
been those which were accepted by the 
psychological and social sciences some 
generations ago. The hedonistic 
conception of man is that of a lightning 
calculator of pleasures and pains who 
oscillates like a homogeneous globule of 
desire of happiness under the impulse of 
stimuli that shift him about the area, but 
leave him intact.ò 



Assumption: Human Nature

ñSpiritually, the hedonistic man is not 
a prime mover. He is not the seat of 
a process of living, except in the 
sense that he is subject to a series of 
permutations enforced upon him by 
circumstances external and alien to 
him.ò 



Assumption: Human Nature

ñThe later psychology, re-enforced by 
modern anthropological research, 
gives a different conception of 
human nature. According to this 
conception, it is the characteristic of 
man to do something, not simply to 
suffer pleasures and pains through 
the impact of suitable forces.ò 



Assumption: Human Nature

ñHe is not simply a bundle of desires 
that are to be saturated by being 
placed in the path of the forces of 
the environment, but rather a 
coherent structure of propensities 
and habits which seeks realization 
and expression in an unfolding 
activity.ò 


