R

———

= [ enskios -Ecol
Evolutionary Theory

— T — e S —

By Dr. F. Elwell

———

e —

il



__This ﬁresentﬁﬁni%ased on the theories of
Gerhard Lenski as presented in his books
listed In the bibliography. A more complete
summary of his and other macro-social

theories can be found in Macrosocioloqy:

Lhe.Study,.of Sociocultural Systems, by -
nk W, . —————



http://www.mellenpress.com/mellenpress.cfm?bookid=7593&pc=9
http://www.mellenpress.com/mellenpress.cfm?bookid=7593&pc=9
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A Largely fallérr mto'dlsuse In somolo / since
‘—-—
Spencer and the social Darwinists.

A Gerhard Lenski was one of the first to go
against this trend. Since the mid-1960s
Lenski has been developing an ecological-

ﬂalutlonary theory that is broad Is SCOpE. e




[ricluctior/Dacluctor)

~ His method is both deductive and inductive.
Taking elements of classical theory as his
starting point, he then examines empirical
findings (ethnographies, histories;.and

comparative sociology) and modifies his

&Uy accordingly. : .
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OJOJJ cal-evolutoriary Trieory

The deductlve_part”‘of the theory beglns from
the insights of T. Robert Malthus, an
economist and demographer of the early
nineteenth century. From Malthus;l-enski
borrows the observation that human

iioEl'etiesqare part of the world of nature.
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lee aII Ilfe forms humans have a reproductlve |
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capacity that substantially exceeds the
necessary subsistence resources in the
environment. Thus, Lenski concludes,
human populations tend to grow until they
come up-against the limits of food il
- production, and then they are checked. T
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