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Note:

This presentation is based on the theory of 

Ester Boserup as presented in The 

Conditions of Agricultural Growth. A 

summary of this and other macro-social 

theories can be found in Macrosociology: 

The Study of Sociocultural Systems, by 

Frank W. Elwell.

http://www.mellenpress.com/mellenpress.cfm?bookid=7593&pc=9
http://www.mellenpress.com/mellenpress.cfm?bookid=7593&pc=9
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Population Growth and 

Food Production

ÁWhat is the interrelationship between 

population growth and food supply? 

ÁCan look at how changes in food production 

affect population growth.

ÁOr, you can look at how population change 

affects agriculture.



Population Growth and 

Food Production

Malthus and his followers believed that 

food supply can only grow slowly, and 

that the supply of food is the main factor 

governing the rate of population growth.



Population Growth and 

Food Production

Population growth is therefore seen as the 

result of previous changes in agricultural 

productivity. Changes in the availability of 

arable land, agricultural innovation, 

invention or other changes that increase 

agricultural production will lead to 

population increases. 



Population Growth and 

Food Production
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relationship between agriculture and 

population in essentially Malthusian 

perspective there is at any given time in 

any given community a warranted rate of 

population increase with which the actual 
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(Boserup, 1965, p. 11).


