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The Underclass

America has developed a unique and 
seemingly permanent underclass 
consisting of millions of people living in 
urban ghettos.



The Underclass

This underclass has a 
much higher 
proportion of 
minorities 
(particularly Black 
and Hispanic) than 
the rest of the 
population.



The Underclass

This underclass has much higher rates of 
poverty, unemployment, disease, crime, 
family breakdown, mental illness, drug 
abuse and many other forms of 
deviance. 



The Underclass

They pay a higher proportion of their 
income for taxes but tend to be under 
served by government institutions 
(except prisons).



The Underclass

Since the 1970s, while the number of large-
central-city whites living in poverty declined 
by 5%, the number of large -central-city blacks 
living in poverty increased by 21%.



The Underclass

Officially, the 
unemployment rate 
for black Americans 
(who are dispropor-
tionately represented 
in the underclass) 
usually runs about 
twice that of whites. 



On the West Side of 
Chicago:

In the mid -1990s on the West side of 
Chicago (a neighborhood of the 
underclass:

�±Joblessness was over 50%

�±The 15-square mile area contained not a 
single movie theater

�±Check-cashing joints had supplanted 
banks.


