
 

 

  
 The hacktivist group known as Anonymous started out on an online based site for entertainment. They would pull pranks for 

lulz, or laughs, of being able to do it. In 2008, they turned their sites on goals toward social and political change. Anonymous employs 

information technology to carry out their message to the world. The group’s main purpose is to promote free speech and fight 

censorship, and share information. Many believe that Anonymous is a group fighting for the common person that wouldn’t otherwise 

see justice done. Many others of us believe that Anonymous has set itself above others and is making their own rules and 

punishments.  

 As the internet grew, it gave way to several outlets for people to spread news and information to 

many more places at lightning speed. This let groups such as activists have a new medium for their causes. Hacktivism, which is a 

blend of computer hacking and activism, has been around since the early 80’s, but wasn’t actually recognized by this name until 

around 1996. Hacktivism is an international problem and while these groups claim to be working for a cause, what they are doing is 

causing harm and putting themselves in the seat of judge, jury and executioner.      

  In its early years, hacktivism was done through the use of computer viruses and worms that would spread messages of 

protest. A worm is like a computer virus, but it does not need to attach itself to a program to spread. An early worm was called WANK 

or Worms Against Nuclear Killers. An anti-nuclear group out of Australia spread this worm through the NASA and US Department of 

Energy networks in protest of the launch of a shuttle in 1989 that was reported to be carrying radioactive plutonium. Denial of service 

attacks started in the mid-1990’s by hacktivists. This would include message or traffic floods to the intended targets network service. 

There have been several hacktivist groups that have come along over the years. The Young Intelligent Hackers Against Terrorism, 

whose goal was to stop terrorists from receiving financing, and the Al-Qaeda Alliance Online, which is a coalition of Pakistani hacker 

groups, came into existence after the September 2001 terrorist attacks by al-Qaeda and the start of Operation Enduring Freedom. 

Hacktivism as a way of protesting, had become common by the turn of the century. 

  One of the most well-known is the group called Anonymous. Anonymous is an association of international network 

hacktivist. They are a group of individuals that perform hacks and attacks on religious, government and corporate websites to cause 

chaos and digital damage. No person, company or organization is above being hacked by Anonymous. Anonymous entered into the 

public spotlight in 2008, but has been around since 2003. Anonymous gained prominence in 2008 when they protested, an operation 

they called Project Chanology, the efforts of the Church of Scientology to censor a video wherein the actor Tom Cruise was praising 

the church. 

  Since then, Anonymous has carried out attacks on the Westboro Church and the 

private security firm HBGary. They have also carried out attacks on PayPal, Visa and Master Card. The Motion Picture Association of 

America (MPAA) and the Recording Industry Association of America were targeted during “Operation Payback” in retaliation for their 

attempts to take down Pirate Bay, a file-sharing site. Anonymous also went after the Australian government in 2010 for its proposal of 

a mandatory internet pornography filter. Interestingly, Anonymous seems to care more about the fact that a person’s freedom of 

speech would be infringed upon more than the fact that there may have been a crime committed. The group tends to treat 

pornography as a free speech issue. Anonymous feels a filter apparently targeting child pornography would be a “slippery slope” 

toward internet censorship of a broad nature —a Anon remarks: “However abhorrent I might find these things, even more abhorrent is 

the idea that someone else can tell me what I can and can’t look at” (Anonymous, 2013, p. 128). However, in 2011 Anonymous took 

down 40 of the darkest child porn sites on the web. It seems that Anonymous can use and wield their power to attack whoever they 

feel needs it at the time.  

   Anonymous has also performed attacks on governments. The governments of Tunisia, India, Malaysia, Nigeria, 

and even the United States to name a few. YouTube, Visa, MasterCard, Amazon, PayPal, and Post Finance were all victims of the 

group as well. In the case of the later, anonymous attacked these groups in response to them holding funds from WikiLeaks. 

Anonymous has also posted personal information on police officers if they were not charged as the group thought they should have 

been. This goes against Anonymous original morale that they would fight for consent to share information and privacy.  

  While Anonymous’ original morals seemed honorable, they seem to have strayed from those ideals and pick and choose 

who they believe is acting prudently and who they should make bend to their will through terroristic tactics. In the end the old adage is 

true, power tends to corrupt, and absolute power corrupts absolutely. 
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