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Sociocultural Systems 

A collection of people who make use of 

various means of adapting to their 

physical environment, who engage in 

patterned forms of social conduct, and 

who create shared beliefs and values 

designed to make sense of their 

collective actions. 



Material Infrastructure. 

The material infrastructure consists of the 

technology and social practices by 

which a society manipulates its 

environment by modifying the amount 

and type of resources it needs 



Infrastructural Components: 

 Technology 

 Population 



Social Structure: 

This component of sociocultural systems 

consists of the organized patterns of 

social life carried out among the 

members of a society. 



Social Structure: 

 Primary Groups 

 Secondary Organizations 



Social Structure: 

All socieities have elites that have 

dominant positions in social groups and 

organizations.  But the power of elites 

varies across societies and through 

time.  



Cultural Superstructure 

The cultural superstructure involves the 

patterned ways in which the members 

of a society think, conceptualize, and 

evaluate. 



The Materialist Approach: 

A society’s infrastructure is the primary 

cause of its structure, and the structure, 

in turn, is the primary cause of its 

superstructure. 



Materialist Approach 

Provides a logical set of research 

priorities for the study of sociocultural 

life. 



Why the Infrastructure? 

 Empirical testing has been fairly 

successful. 

 Logical grounds. 



Practice Quiz #4 

 1)_______________Sociocultural 

materialism term referring to the 

dynamic relationships between the 

different components of sociocultural 

systems.  



Practice Quiz #4 

 2)____________Weber's concept to 

refer to the process by which modes of 

precise calculation based on 

observation and reason increasingly 

dominate the social world. 



Practice Quiz #4 

 3)__________________Sociological 

term to refer to all human institutions, 

groups and organizations.  



Practice Quiz #4 

 4)_________________One of the 

primary constraints of the environment 

on sociocultural systems.  Refers to the 

limited supplies of natural resources. 



Practice Quiz #4 

 5)_______________The technology 

and the practices employed for 

expanding or limiting basic subsistence 

production, especially the production of 

food and other forms of energy.  


